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VIRGINIA’S NEGLECTED CORNERS
KEY TOSTATE’S FUTURE PROGRESS

VIRGINIANS AWAKENING
T0 VALUE OF 600D ROADS

James W. Brooks Bays People of
State Are “"Coming Back" to
Develop Corners.

YIOW BONDS CAN BE REDEEMED

Bpcaker Bays Stop Wasto on 185,-
000 Farms, Duc to Bad Roads,

and Money Will Roll Into State
Trewsury,

Progress of the rallroad, telegraph,
telophone and the wircleas Bystemn
during the past fifty years wns re-
counted forclbly by James W, Hrooks,
director of the American Highway
Educatlonal Bureau, in an address
Lefore the Virginla Good Roads As-
koclation at Roancke. IHa sald In
the remlm of transportation of
thought and speech, or message one
to another, we hiegan with the run-
ner or mounted courler. Today that
runner or mounted courier has been
translated into 32,000,000 miles of
wire, running into tho heart of more
than 10,000.000 homes and offices nnd
carFylng every twenty-four hours
more than 32,000,000 messagen. The
energles of our people have expanded
from ghore to shore, and having
renched the ult!mate In that direc-
tlon, we arp now turning back for a
niore intenslve davelopment of inner
Bpaces—epaces that have been long
neglgcted as we have followed In the
wake of stesl and steam transconti-
nental enterprises,

AMr. Brooks polnted out that In our
boyhood dnys we racod from one
fence cornmer to another looking for
& good playground, the next aiways
looking more attractive than the one
wWo were In, That, to use a slmple
lllustration, is just what we have been
doing In a national way. We have
kopt up this chase untll we have
raced Into every corner there is. We
now  dlacover that the cornera we
have noglected are worth while afler
all, Ao Wo are coming tanck. Wa are
eoming back In just Fuch work as
¥uou are dolng In the Virginla Good
Hoads Assoclation, for you have wet
your handw to ths development

of
those noglected cornera.
Changes Along the Hoad,

AMr. UOrooks' aubject wawm “The
Changing Road,” and*he sald as we
coma back wo are met by many
changes. For Instance, the old town

llvery has hlossomed out inte n mul-
titude of garnges, and motor acces-
wory dealers have spread all aver the

lnco, untll the old harnessmaker
wonders whore he s
I Adoubt {f very many of us could

recnll the brand of axle grease used
Yenterday: instead, our heads are
piucked with facts about gasoline,

We po longer drive In the pond to
tighten our tires, wa turn In at the
Eirage and light o clgar while some-
©ne elie turns on the alr.

We have Jumped from horae shoes
to akld chalns, and shifted our power
from horse-collar to o gasoline tunk.

An wa specid nlong weo read the tima
on n neat Itts clock at our feet In-
atend of mquinting at the sun,

We find the wagon town of South
Eend has besn swallowed up by the
inoter town of Detrolt; and even
dramsmakors have been whirled into
the change by more attractive wagon
for nimble fingers in “dolllng up” the
Mmousine,

And finally, we never dreamed we
would like to wee the day whon the
country road would nood n depot In
town, but that Is exactly what has
happened, for 1 can tnke you to high-
way freight and passcnger stutlons
i not a few cities,

Country Hoad a PFullle Ueiltey.

The peint | want to bmpress 1y this:
That under the sheer force of eco-
nomie progress tha country rond i
belng forced Into a commanding po-
sition ns a publie utllity,

In turning back to these neglacted
Arcag we have reached o polnt where
1t I now every<Blute Lo M own task,
That la the ' meaning of your rmestingg
here today: that Is the meaning of
The Virginla Good IHouds Aswmociation.
WIith these facts In mind—with Lheas
evidences towards g gErealor use of
the highway—we coma hack to the
broblem at our own door,

For the make of Rpproaching
Fubject from a new angle, we mny
Eiy that farming s manuf; uring.
We call it agriculture, beeause it hak
to do with the soil. Rut It Is munu-
facturing none the less—making COrmn,
wheat, oats and tobaceo and wo on.
The only difference 13 that nanture In
f piriner In the plant, works on the
Job uwm the seasons come and Ko, and
draws nn dividends, L

IHe would be o very foollsh manu-
ficturer indeed who would locate his

the

factory In such position as to be un-
able to rench his marketing or de-
livery polnt dependably and regu-
Inrly.  And the wmianufacturer who
would permit  the surface of the
thoronghfare over which he hauled
his produet to remaln In a condition
that would require an Unnecessary
amount of time tn hauling—time that
aotherwlse ¢
production—would =oon find himself
out of business. That Is the sltua-
tlon of the farmer on n bad road.

We may assume that Virginia 1s n
Vast open alr factory. Upon lovking
In we find a total ground urem or
floor space of more than 26,000,000
ncres.  So far, you have put about
10,000,000 acres of that spece into
farm production and about 8,000.000
more in lumber, leaving an idle floor
apace or ground area of more than
7,000,000 acres. 1f that were in pro-
duction today what would It mean to
Virginia?

Idle Aeres Challenge All Men,

T submit In all earnestness that
every idle acre In Virginla today is
a challenge to business men—men of
large affnirs—to lend thelr ald in get-
ting It Into full production. And
there 18 no other way to do this ex-
cept- by making a better use of the
road, ng you now propose to do,

From the standpolnt of the road
and its relation to Industry, it Is a
curlous fact that our way back to
neglected  opportunities 1s belng
Hghted by the fizcs of Industry which
wo kindled on our way out. Thia
truth I8 expressed In the pressure
which now comes from industrinl and
commercinl centers for the widening
and lengthening of supply zones
through the development of roads, It
18 not ko much how many rallroads
run throngh a town today that make
it great £s now many good highways
lead out of it. And we have come to
underatand that It 8 just as esscn-
tial to the welfare of the people wha
are engaged in our commercial cens
tera Lo lay a good and dependahle
economic botis as it 1s to lay guna piaa
and meter main.

Now, If vou w!l] perialt me to fol-
low the changing road to ils logleal
concluslon, so far ar It concerns the
problems which you have In hand,
your next stump will be the matter
of finance. It Is generally ansumed
that this phase will be handled
through an Issuance of bonds. That
has besn understond, but when the
proposition comes before the legls-
lature for definite mctlon, the polnt
hack of the proposed Issues will be
“where wil] we get the money to re-
deem the bonds?

Wil 't Inerease our tax burdens?
That will he a wvery dirert guestion
coming from the bnek districts,

You cap say this—and say It with-
vut fear of succersful contradiction
—LhAt you propofe to get the money
for ahe redemption of the bonds out
the roads themselves,

Stop Waste.

That—T1 grant you—Is an ahstract
atutement. But If it were possible
for you 1o marshal all the items of
waste which now lle at the hottam
of the unsurfaced road—ronds that
tnke an  excessive toll In vehicle
nperation—uand add that to the losses
that eome to agriculture and Indus-
try n% a result of transportition re-
sT‘r1ctiuml. vou will find, T am quite
sure, an astonlshing total—a total that
will far more than cover the cost
of ¥our new ronds.

You have in your open-alr factory
185,000 farms, or farm unita in the
plant. T think you will agree with me
that had roads—counting the dayva
that they are wholly Impassable and
other dava on which travel Is aAiMm-
cult, enuse an avarige time Inss of
one hour per day to each one of these
farme, That means a tota] time Inss
of 185,000 hours, or more than 23,-
000 worklng days. Tt means that
that your roada are wasting 98,000
waorking dayvs every woek.

Put a satop to this form of waste—
tn say nothing of unseonomie vehlele
nperatlon—nand you  will very soon
find where Lo get the monay for The
vedemption of your honda, When
analyzed from ‘this standpoint  we
cun see very clearly how a highway
bond becomes an opportunity unstend
of an ohligntion, and how we can uag
it aa a financial jever to throw the
road over into a new positlon where
1t ean pay It nwn way out. While
the money goea Into the regnlar
channel through your State Treasury
to redeem the oblipation, It will he-
gin coming hack to you in greater
volume on the profit side of the ae-
count,

The results of thia enterprise must
be taken neross the door #ill th every
Eearthstone., Unleasd you do that In
the form of happler clreamatances
for the peopls, you will ahort clr-
euit the whole project, for there In
the home I where you want to land
ultimately with all the Inspirationnl
puwers which you ecan generate. When
vou do that, rural decay wlil stop,
youth will Ko hack to nature's work-
shop and the whole of Virginia blend
intn a brighp new rpfeture.

We talk aboul lind reclamation,

uld be npplled to greater:

the dralniage of swamps and so on.
You are proposing to apply that sume
prineiple to communlty reclamation.
You propose to drain the sloughs of
despond In Virginia by the construc-
tion of modern roads,

We talk anout harnessing our nat-
urial resources, about concerting our
wiaterfully Into light, heat and power
You are proposing to tap the great-
esl souree of power of all for publle
good,*a gource that has never fulled
the nation or the State In the past, a
source that will not fall in the fu-
ture—the heart of Virginla.

Tribute t¢ Country Hoad.

My friends, 1 hold an affection for
the road, for which 1 make no apulo-
gy, and 1 thank God every day of my
life for the country end of the line.
1t is on that end where most of us
Htarted—barefoot In  summer, cop-
per-tovd In winter—wlith lessons on
the right conduct of 1lfe from humble
parents that no university In the land,
however greal, can ever surpass,

On thut end of the line we find no
strunge doetrines—no angry moubs
clamoring ngalnst estnblishing order,
Lut  Instend, Lhe founlaln of pure
Amerleanism,

It s high tlme Indeed that we go
back to that end of the line for our
own regenerition, and as we ratrace
our steps to begin this process of
rebuilding, 1 could offer no more At-
ting text for the message you Aare
gulng to tnke with you to the peuple
concerning the rovad than this:

“The stone which the bullders re-
jected has become the headnatone of
the temple”

GOMMITTEE 15 SELECTED
T0 AWARD SCHOLARGHIP

Three Prominent Men to Declde
Winner in Flrestone Good Roads
Essay Contest.

WASHINGTON, D. C., Aug
Three distingulshed  judges, each
widely known In his individual fleld,
will constitute a national comm|tice
to award the four yeurs univeraily

scholarship uffered for the best en-
#ay written on the subject “iood
Hoads and Highway Tranaport” in
a natlonal econtest among high-school
puplls conducted under the auspicea

of the highway transport educallon
committee which has headguarters
here,

According to announcement of the
committee, the judges will be Dean
A. N. Johnson, department of engin-
cering, University of Maryland, chalr-
man; Hartford Powel, Jr., editor of
Colller’'s Weelily, and C. H. Huston,
Assistant Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Presldent of
the Lee Highway Assoclation,

Upon the declslon of these judges

rests the hopes and ambitions of
tens of thousands of hilgh-school
hoys and Kiris from every State In

the unlon. During the last slx weeks
offlees of high-school princlpalg and
city nnd Stiate superintendents of
schools have heen deluged with eas-
sa¥s and manuscripts, These nuw
are being sifted and sorted, the bLest
from ench Htute Lelng chosen
by a process of elimination. It is
these best essays that will be pre-
sented to the natlonal jJudges, to-
gether with the hest essay submit-
ted from the District of Columbia,
Porto Rieo and Alaska respectively.

The scholarship Is tha gift of I
8. Firestone, of Akron, 0, a member
of the comunitiee, offered at the re-
quest of his nssoclates on the com-
mittec., T'he contest represents the
first rencwal of the Firestone scholor-
ship, the firet having been won by
Miss Katherine Butterficld, of Weliser,

Idanho, who attended school last year
under its provisions,
Arrangements are being made by

the highway committee to have ench
of the fifty-one esspys tvped unl-
formly and glven a serial unmber
for the conslderntion of the juilges,
In that manner the jJudges will be
unnware of the sex of the writer, or
the section of the country from which
the essny comes, They will, there-’
fore, be swayed by no motives exeept

the inherent qualitles of the muanu-
ascripta themselves,
After the judges have climinated

all but the best of the fifty-one they
will read, a mecting wlill be called
at Washington, when they will agalin
o earefully over the essavs and
make their flnal decision. It is be-
lieved the result will be known In
time for the successful eontestant
tn enter conllege the chming school
year, If the winner I8 a senlor stu-
lent. In the event tho natlonal prize
ia given any pupll other than
aenfor In high echeol, tha award of
the acholarship will be deferred un-
til the winner Is ready to take ad-
vantage af It. ‘The scholarship has
+ value of not less than §4,600, -
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VIRGINIA ROAD BUILDING
BEING DONE AT LOW PRICE

Avallability of Rond Matevials in
Sections of State a Factor
for Saving.
BIG CONTRACTS SAVE
Bid for 11.1 Miles of Concrete

Rond $25,000 Lower Than Low-

est Blds on Same Projects In

Separate Contracts,

It It were possible to compare the
price pald for a mile of a certaln
type of road construction in Virginin
with the cosl per mille &f the same
clasy of construction In other States,
it would be found that road building
In Virginla ls Leing carried on at as
low a mlleage comt us the majority
of her sister Staten. This Is due In
a large measure to the .‘u’uilnhlilly af
road materiula In many sectlons of
the State. It Is practically Impossible
to compare prices per mile with other
Btates, or even In the same State, am
the conditions are vastly different In
n majority of cases.

The State Highway Department can
compare unlt prices with those of
other States, and thix v belng done
through the Interchunge of reporta
of contract awards by Virginla and
North Carolina, West Virginin, Mary-
land, Tennessce muny other
Btates. These show the coat of la-
bor, cost per yard for cxcavating, cust

MONEY

and

Per yard of concrete, ete. It would
be difficult to make Intelligible to
the average laymun the difference

between 32.40 und 3286 per square
yard of concrete pavement and 48 and
64 centa per cuble yard for regular
excavation, Lut to the engineer any
appreclable varintlon in price ealla
forth &n Inquiry as to the reason why.

Larger Contracis Save Money.

In addition to eandld admission of
the State Highway Departinent and
the krnowledge which any layman
would have that the bullding of short
sections  or plecemeal construction
which s being carried on in the
Stute under the present financial HYB-
tem is costing more than the sama
rond would enst were the Elate High-
wiy Department In position te let
larger contracta. Blds submitted at
a recent letting gnve positive proof
of this, A section of 11.1 miles of
conerete road was advertised am two
Aeparate projects nnd am onge con-
traet, The Jlow hid on the entira
mileakge was $20,000 lower than the
lowest blds an the separiate projects.
This letting also Indicated the re-
duction  In construction costs which
have occurrcd In less than twelva
montha, the cost heing $11,000 per
mlile lower than the cost of eoncreta
road constructlon under almost lden-
tieal conditions and with the same
specifications, Part of thi® reductlon
Iin cort was due to the fact that the
1921 bld was for twlce the mileags
of the 1920 bld. 'The contractor |s
In positlon to place on the larger eon-
tract larger and mnre  expensiva
ecquipment, which will enable him 1o
do the work more economically.

As a further example that larger
contracts bring lower prices, the unit
price given In a hid on concrete sur-
facing only on an eleven-mile projeet,
as compared with bld for surfacing
une and one-half miles with conerete,
showed a saving on this item alone
of 16,300 per mile.

NEW YORK IS CONSTRUCTING
500 MILES OF HARD ROADS

The State of New York plans to
construct 00 miles of hard-surfaced
roads during the present year, ne-
cording to Herbert 8 Sisson, Stnte
Commissioner of Highwnys, Con-
1@ cts have already been let for 387
miles at a total cost of 314,883,800,
completed mlleagns to date 1s
nlnced at 138 mlles. New projects
for which eontracts will be let Au-
gust 12 and 14 include 61.13 mlles
of bituminous macadam pavement, 0.5
of a mile of asphalt block, 3.62 mlles
or bitulithle, 1.3 miles of combined
re-enforced concrete and bituminous
macndam, 26.3 miles of ro-enforeed
concrete sl 1.31 miles of re-enforced
concrete and brick, N

The highway prégram as outlined
In the Hewltt law passed at the laat
session of the New York Legislature
calls for the completion of about 3,000
miles of highway In the next six '
yenra. “Unless something unforeaseen
ocours,” says Commissioner Sisson,
“there Ia no reason why this program
cannot be completed within the time
contemplated.” % !




